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ETER Willers. rormveys the air of an

upright and efficlent “soldier. He

is actusly a retived colonel fram

the Goerman Army, but his post 18
mdapiths sl Mredrement” s Cambodin have nog
eon ..._._m_.-_ amidl rebaxed. In Gacl, he has beso
warenely sy That's becaese he i the prog-
el mnpager of the Cambodian Mins Action
Contnes E_u__._._._._..____.__..n Uinit & b on the our-
akfs of Sbem Heap.

s wnit, wihrich is om call 24 hours o day, k=
tisked with depctivating wnexpboded wenpons
like mortars;, mines, @mok shells and bombs
m&iem Beap and Uddar Meanchey profidoss
Last week, he mocaived an urpene call fom
Siem Reap police, who hod Been alened by
men doing road wark on the towin’s main thif-
oughfare, Shvinba Bowlevand,

Ordnance unearthed

The interminable roncd works, which have
cansed] hassles, for everyone mylng o et
around Sitm Reap, are ostensibly being con-
cistied e clenr refise and ether materinl
blocking the town's lirge wnderproird wiles
ilminage pipes. Bt on this ocoagion, the wiork-
ers found something unismpeared in'the pipes: o
Inrpe nrtillery shell, They immedEtehy soopped
ik pmel eilliod Willers's bomb dispasal unit,

Thi Germinn colbnel and Bils Edplosive Ond-
nnspce, Binpposal [BODY tehm prosspthy swting
info actioe. The shall wis Jocated smuck in the
bl iof SSean Heap, the eploentme of Camibo-
dis's st induseey, just metres fom popular
hiotiEls and estimnis,

Al slugdire ik purppeed from the hole nio
nil tanker, one of the BOD speciinl-
Inth cHmmbwel dlonsm o Inspaeci Ui akiell.

I barnedd omng io bin prims comedidon Amerd -

i | Ot mrillery alvedl, nlmosr hall o meine

long, packed [l of THT and weighing 40kg=
Aast] ey fose wies sUll aciive, meanisg tane i
vaaire struck by on earthmover or piledriver, @
cotdd caplade with devastating conssguences.

Thael wak hiorrilving enougly, Bul g Senes
hid ther speecinlist managed fo manoesnme the
alvel] lnnker o bocket and have [t hedod oot of the
hole, thin he discoversd ootser shedl, and thesn
another. An nstonishing eight shells weene found,
comprizing o total of nhout 150 klogmms of
potentinkly serive TR - enough (o cxues catn-
strop bl climimige bl cesatre of Siem Heap and
carpeat i iold detieh find damage

Ciiseivery were liierally shall-slocked - by
the discoyeny Taficon Sivtha Boulevard vas
Falted. Willers sadd that 1F this amount of un-+
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Find leaves Siem Reap shell-shocked
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e plocled prdnmnce o Been fund i Bonipe,
ihe cenire of most oown s would b bieen
enGrited,

The eiphi sholbs wens handbed wiriby by the
EAD undt, Sabl Willies: " Wihien you ge denling
with unesploded seapons, it s ahways don-
genies. Formmnialy, these shelks hod not bren
ftred 8o they were not quitd a5 dongerons ns
epibocled slvells that have beean fired b didn's
explaosde,”

The shifls wene later detonated at an iso-
ek Bopagion “We dsiel 1o nse e Kilograms of
our o esphosives o hlme themeall op,” said
Wilbers,

Foner clays laper, another shell was foomd on
thit sanie stretch of street. Sald Colonel Mean

Sarum, one of Willers's ._..:_T.:_.u...._._ﬂw Al OG: *In k=
the first dme that we have gver foumd explo-
sives in the town centre. But it s quine possible
that more shefls remain in the dminage sys-
tegr Wi find theny repularly n oudying areas
of the towen nmd in ehe provines as a whole

Deadly legacy

Last month, the wnit foumd 1,500 e
ploded remnants in Skem Reap and Oddar
Meanchey provinces, with 361 Heins being
found in Slem Reap,

Wi are Hnding about 000 unesploded
shells and mines and bonrhs every muonth.”
sald Wiklers, whose DU unde hes 330 damin-
ers o specialists under s command. The
mplosive disposal project is fimancid by the
German Mindsiry of Forelgn Affalr,

How i all these prime condition Anserican
shells amiva under Siem Reap centres Wilkers
sqrmibed that ey were probably given o the
LIS-hacked ﬁ._..__.._._._ﬂ___ _.___....:_.__u of Geneml Lon Mol
in the early 14708 Then, as the Khmer Rouge
fevpced Lper brep o take over, Iocal pilicory or
civilinns, fearing the weapons would fall into
the hands of the Ehmer Rooge, likeby hid them
i the underground pipes

Snid retired British businessmnn Christo-
pher Smith, & lecal resident *Given Cambo-
diz’s mecent histony, it doesnt really sumprise
e thot they fonnd these explosives under
Evutha Boulevand, In foct, 'm surprided more
explosives aren's foand.”

Cambodia is o signatory 1o the 15845 Ottmem
Mine Ban Treary and i8 comonlied o enove
ikl mimses veathin _n_.._.n.uﬂr Huit thal ol will rieck
b et and the govermment has asked for an-
athier decade 1o do the job,

“tis _._._..__wn—ul: remiree all this mines =ven
by then,” snid Willers. "Remember, Combadia
i thee thind most mined nation on earth, after
Sfghnnistan and Angola’




